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Happy Half Term everyone! 

What a different but brilliant term! It has been busy and productive, and I know everyone will be tired 

and ready for the break.  

This week the entries and exits have been slick, thank you to all, and our attendance has remained 

in the high 90s%. Also, Year 6 have been on a school trip to Spa Valley Railways as part of their 

WWII work. You may have seen some evacuees and soldiers coming into school on Thursday. See 

the photos below, and in addition, Year R have had their first school photos taken.  

We also have some exciting news to share- Mrs Barden is expecting her first baby!   

She and her husband are very excited. Mrs Barden will start her maternity leave after  

Christmas. We are exceptionally lucky that Mrs Baldwin- our former Assistant Headteacher is happy 

to cover the class alongside Miss Hannah Williams. Mrs Baldwin has taught year 1 for many years, 

knows the school very well and has worked with Miss Edmonds and the year 1 team for a number of 

years. Miss Williams did her teaching training with us a couple of years back, and was an 

outstanding student. To support a smooth transition, they are both covering the class if Mrs Barden 

has any pregnancy appointments. We have not shared this with the children at this stage, as we 

wanted to share with you first- please do discuss it with them if you think that would be useful.   

Catch Up Funding 

As you will be aware the government is providing funding to schools to support those pupils who 

need to catch up in some areas, due to learning time lost because of the lockdown. We have been 

pleased with our baseline assessment which is showing that the remote learning offer over lockdown 

was positive. However, following our analysis of the baseline we have identified that the area that 

has been most impacted for some of our children is writing. As a result, we will be advertising for a 

Writing Teacher to provide writing tutoring to support these children’s opportunities to catch up and 

extend their potential in this specific area, alongside their normal quality first teaching in the 

classroom. Please look out on our website at the vacancies section.  

In addition, I would also like to inform you that we are using some of the funding to order an 

additional set of iPADs specifically for use in Reading and Mathematics for those children identified 

by their teacher as in need of support in these areas; this will allow them the opportunity to work, 

both independently and in small groups, through interventions to support their catch up.  

And finally it remains to say…have a great week, have fun, relax and sleep and most importantly 

keep safe. 

Candi Roberts and the brilliant team at Claremont. 
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Unfortunately, the dairy are unable to deliver the milk cartons from Cool Milk 

on our first day back after half term and so milk will re-start on Tuesday 3rd 

November.  If your child is in Years 1 to 6 and would like to start receiving milk 

after half term please register with Cool Milk on their website – 

www.coolmilk.co.uk 

Shout out to teachers all over:  
 
T’was the week before half term and all through the land 
The teachers were tired of washing their hands 
Of cleaning the desks, and the drawers and the pens 
Of reminding their class not to cuddle their friends 
Tired of hand gel and soap, bleach and wipes 
Of passwords and google and all things that swipe 
Of trying to stand at the length of a lion 
From friends whose shoulders they just wanted to cry on 
 
T’was the week before half term and all through the land 
The parents were trying to make up great plans 
That don’t involve meeting, or greeting, or places 
That in these strange times don’t resemble safe spaces 
They look to the teachers, and all they have done 
To make school inviting, inspiring and fun 
To see past the problems, the issues and rules 
To bring back the joy and excitement of school 
 
Thank you being the safe place, the learning 
For standing there strong with the children returning 
For finding solutions that don’t feel so strange 
With no funds or magicians to help you arrange  
For stories and spellings and phonics and play 
For taking the fear of this moment away 
 
By  
Esther Nzenza October 2020 

Mrs Ferraby found this and I 

wanted to share it, and say a 

big  

 

to all of our teachers, TPs, 

TSAs, MDMS, Office and 

Caretaking teams 

Elm class spellings – there will be a quiz on Friday 6th November: 

they    my    said    have    like 

http://www.coolmilk.co.uk/


Year 6 Trip to Spa Valley Railway 

On Thursday morning, Whitebeam and Hawthorn dressed up as evacuees. They visited the Spa 

Valley Railway to record footage for their Second World War documentaries. Thank you to the Spa 

Valley Railway for accommodating us at a difficult time! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear pupils of Y5 and 6, 

Are you looking to improve your sport? Are you eager to help others develop their PE skills? Do 

you want to help teach others active life skills? If so, Sports Leaders is for YOU! 

I am looking for applicants to take part in developing Claremont’s sporting success by leading 

sporting events for other pupils. If successful, you will take part in The PlayMaker Award – a 

great introduction into leadership. 

The award is designed for you to develop leadership skills and help teach others different 

sports. You will take part in a 6-hour course (split through the year) run by the TWKSSP. The 

PlayMaker Award is a great introduction into leadership giving you the knowledge of how to 

organise small games and activities that can be used during school PE lessons, lunchtimes, 

breaks, as well as in sports clubs outside after school. 

The PlayMaker Award aims to help you develop leadership skills such as organisation, 

communication and teamwork, as well as helping to build confidence and self-esteem whilst 

you take on the responsibility of assisting in leading your friends and younger children. 

To apply, please write a letter to Mr Hume answering these questions: 

1. What can you do to improve PE and sport at Claremont? 

2. What makes you passionate about helping others? 

3. What skills you would like to learn? 

Applications need to be emailed to admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk by Wednesday 4th 

November.  

Training to become a Sports 

Leader starts on Monday 9th 

November.  

Many thanks,   

Mr Hume 
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We will be resuming our monthly Nourish 

collection starting on Friday 6th November. 

The children have seen an assembly this week 

where Nourish talked about all the great work 

they carry out. They are really in need of 

donations at the moment due to the increase 

in demand at this time.  

There will be a red collection bin at each of 

our entrances that morning and if you are able 

to donate something for them I know they 

would be incredibly grateful. 

The poster shows the most recent list of items 

they need. 

Thank you in advance for your kind generosity. 

Mrs Brookbank 

 

Poppy Appeal 

From Monday 2nd November, we are once again supporting the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

and items such as a paper poppy, snap band, zip pull, reflector and silicon wristband will be on sale 
in each classroom. 

If your child would like to purchase one of these items, please send  

your child into school with their donation – it is suggested that  

the zip pulls and reflectors are 50p, the silicon wristband is £1  

and the snap band is £1.50.   

 

 

Some Reminders…. 

 Please email admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk to let the office know if your child is 

going home with someone else at the end of the day, by 1.30pm. Thank you. 

 

 The closing date for secondary applications is Monday 2nd November 

 

 The opening date for online primary applications for Reception 2021 is Thursday 

5th November 
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Minty griddled chicken & peach salad 
This colourful salad supplies lean protein and is packed with nutrients including vitamins C 

and E. It's also low-calorie and provides all 5 of your 5-a-day. 

 

Ingredients: 

  1 lime, zested and juiced 

 1 tbsp rapeseed oil 

 2 tbsp mint, finely chopped, plus a few leaves to serve 

 1 garlic clove, finely grated 

 2 skinless chicken breast fillets (300g) 

 160g fine beans, trimmed and halved 

 2 peaches (200g), each cut into 8 thick wedges 

 1 red onion, cut into wedges 

 1 large Little Gem lettuce (165g), roughly 

shredded 

 ½ x 60g pack rocket 

 1 small avocado, stoned and sliced 

 240g cooked new potatoes 

 

Method: 

1. Mix the lime zest and juice, oil and mint, then put half in a bowl with the garlic. 

Thickly slice the chicken at a slight angle, add to the garlic mixture and toss together 

with plenty of black pepper. 

 

2. Cook the beans in a pan of water for 3-4 mins until just tender. Meanwhile, griddle 

the chicken and onion for a few mins each side until cooked and tender. Transfer to 

a plate, then quickly griddle the peaches. If you don’t have a griddle pan, use a non-

stick frying pan with a drop of oil. 

 

3. Toss the warm beans and onion in the remaining mint mixture, and pile onto a 

platter or into individual shallow bowls with the lettuce and rocket. Top with the 

avocado, peaches and chicken and scatter over the mint. Serve with the potatoes 

while still warm. 

 

Food: Eating the right foods 

Rest: Getting enough sleep 

Exercise: Being active 

Digital Devices: Managing time spent online 

 


